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A Remarkable Achievement ia Rail-
road AfMairs
Was the ranning of the Exposition Byer,
the famous twenlty bour traio between
Chicago and New York, via the Lake
Shore ruute, in service during the World's
fair. A handeome litho-watsr-color of
this truin may be secured by sending ten
cents in silver 1o C. K. Wilber, Westéern
Passonger Ajent «Chicago.
$2.25 PER TON,
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Topeka Coal Cu,
Waebb & Harrisdruggists, Beaneit'sFlas.
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HAD retarned to
Puris in search of
. something new.
A tour of the
provineces had
somewhat dis-
heartensd ™me,
but still my last
franc was not in
sight and I
thouzht I wonld
be sble to add to
it materially if I
eonid bat Gnd ths thing I wanted.

Paris did not seem the old Paria I
found some of the fine shade trees
ent down where the barrieades had
been erected, and here and there on |
the walls of the little houses in the
Rue Santierre, where I lodged were
the mayrks of bullets—the scars of the
rage of the tarrible commune.

I wanted & new dramus—something
that would fill the house and my
pockets as well

Just then this new dramn ssemed a
dream, a vision not to be realired, for
some of the finest things in that line
had falled, and the dramatists were
taking their wares noross the chananel
and even to the United Slates

I advertised for manuscripta in the
Proper channels and retired to the up-
per rootns to wait. I knew it would
be a long time before I could find just
what I needed, and when [ thought of
the stuff I would be expocted to read
—the nseless dialogue and the poor
humor—I fairly shuddered.

My one friend and confidant, Mon-
sienr Jadet, a littls man with the
blackest eves that ever sparkled, nsed
to climb to my room and walk over to
the table and run his hand through
the dramas that were secocumulating
there.

1 told you so." ha wonld say. “*You
gat enough, but not what von want.
it won't eome, Poris is still shiver-

ing over the tommune, anld it won't
come-ont of the shadow of the barri-
cndes aad sneh until a year hins pass-

tho
aml —
Sacre!

ed. That one terror paralyaerd
brain; it has palsied the hanil,
no drame, monsieanr. no drame!
Why do we that whichk
ool enme

And thea
dow mod loak out
his face darkly sobei

We waited for three weeks Doy afl-
ter day I pleked upa new manuseript,
but scon laid it down. A dozen lioes
were enough.

One afterncomn when 1 had come in
from a walk through the denuded
bonlevards 1 found my room occupied.

Pierre, my janitor, had let my vis-
ftor into the room, and she sat in my
ehair with her eves resting hall  jeal-
ously apon the pile of rejected dramas
©on the table.

I was struck at once with the
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bean-

ty of the girl. for girl she wus, wnot
past eighteen, with a fragile but be-
witehing figure and a fuee almost
transparent in the sanlight

“Your are Monsicur M —7?" ghe
asked, half timidly, showing me two

rows of snow white teeth
i veplied in the asfirmative and she
seemed to smile agnin.
“] am Mlle Vivien,™

she answared,

modestly taking from bensath  her
shawl & little roll of ponper at sight of
ahich 1 seemed to Tull buclk

Was it another deamn?

“You have advertised for o dramin ™
she went on. “And sec! I have

brovght youa one.”

1 tooic the roll and wos about to un-
tie it when she interposed a hand.

“\When I am pgons, f
monsieur,” she =aid. I will leave it
with yon. I will come¢—when shall {
return for your verdict?”

Pityving the girl, | told her T had ree
celved sO many munasceripts and that

son plienss,

1 feared bers would not be read for
some time: but she said gqulelly:

1 will coma to-morrow! You will
read L to-night |t may be better
than strolling throuarh the streets.™
and Gefore I conld renly "she had
arisen and was gone. '

I heavrd bher foutsteps on the stair
and then lost tin: sound of them.

Hall an hour later 1 wus lovking up
from the manusorpt with o startled
fuee. U hud cowe? 1 felt thatl held
in my hand the verv thing [ had
sought, and with the drampe ecintehed
in my grip I went over to the window
and breathed hard, yet joviully.

The drams was called “The Coun-
tess Claire,” aod | saw at once that
the young heroine would cuptivate
the hearts of the fickle Parvisinns if
anything counld.

The girl whe had brought the
dramna had left no address and I did
nol know where Lo look for her, spall
1 had to do was tc wait. She sald she
would come the next day. |

I dared not show the play to Mon-
sienr Jadet, but resolved to wait till I
bad made arrangement for its pur
chase. I wonld keep the gecret all to
myself

The next day VisFien cams back.
Modestly dressed and intellsctusal in
appearance [ had taken o her, and
wondered if she were not the daugh-
ter of the playwrizht

] have examined yonr drama,™
said 1. '

*And yoa like it!" she started
thought you would, monsieur.”

*It is very good.”

She eclasped her thin hsnds andg
looked at me.

“Your father. the playwright

“] have no father! [ ecame to Paris,
an orphan, from the district of Hauta
Lorraina. I walked all the way sayve
when I was helped a little by the!
Prussian soldiers.™ ;

“But the drama? How did
briag it along without losing i7"

*1did not fetch it with me mon- |
siear. It was produced here, but let me
bave Ybat for my secret wom't vou?d l

L |

you |

That day Monsieur Jadet went mto
sestacies over the purchase, but sald
dubiogusly:

“Where shall we find & ‘Counteas
Tlnire?' It will bocoms = famous
*haracter. What about the girl who
broonght the drama?”

T eomld not but start at the inspira-
tion.

“*1 will see her,” I exclaimed, *'She
won't give me her address, but she is
to eall again.”

Vivien came once more, snd I pro-
posed thut sha taks the title role.

Instantly her cheeks Susbed, and I
kuew that [ conld have made no more
desnirable proposition.

*I have had a little tralning.”
the girl.

nald

She paused and looked away.

*“T'he character seems to fit me,
don't you think? Ths countess is
young and, what is more, she came
from the Haute Lorraine, for you re-
member what she says of the roses
there?”

It was settled. Vivien was to be-
come our “*Countess Claire,” and forth-
with we began.

Those were dalightful rehearsals,
und the rest of the cast, with one or
two sxceptions, took kindly to the
fragi e gwirl with the dack skin and
deen, lustrous eyes, which Monsieur
Jdadet insisted talked as flaently as
her tripping tonguae.

One night after the rehearsal, ln
the midst of = pouring rain, Vivien

“I have played in the prov- |
inces as a child, but——" !

threw her threadbare cloak over her |

head and stood walting for m cab'in
the doorway.

“sShall I go with you to the Bus —?"

She did not let me finlsh.

‘“To my home? No, no!"and she
darted across the sidewslk, sprang
into the wehicle, shut the door aod
was rushed away.

The drama progressed samazingly.
Dayafter day 1 siw (¢t nearing its
readiness for the stape, and Monsienr
Judet who, with myself, had unlim-
ited faith in its soccess, investad all

his little swealth in the futurs,

“The girl i~ mad.” suddenls cpried
the Hittle Freonchiman oue aliiarnoon #-
he rosbed loco e rooos sod @rs e

nlo may vhslr,

*Vivien”" I exclaimed

“1The Conntess Claire, " hée suswired,
und then he proceeded to narrate a
street incldent which hey had just
witnessed.

Jadet saild that he was strolling
nlong the Eue Concorde when he saw
un officer of the army, & youog muan
in full uniform, stroggling with a
voung girl. Anxious to see moras and
slways chivalrous to defend innocence
und besuty, he hustened forwaurd to
see the girl dlsengage herself from
the officer's grasp, and before brealc-
ing uway, deal him seversl blows

himaselt

! night,” said the girl.

sce ma? No, I got away —eludud the
pelice nod—" she broke into such a
strange. wild latgh that 1 thought of
whut Jadet had told me mbout her
mind,

~ This was the nearest she had come
to referring to her altereation with
the officer, nnd I did not pross her to
tell me more.

The thrili of the opening night of
"“The Counteas Olaire” remalns with
me still

I recall the crowded house, the
critics come to write the mew dmma
down and the throbLblong of my brain
as Vivien appeared before the foote
lighta,

Eut it was & success.

The moment she spoks I knew
what would happen Her grace. her
bewitching face aand figure, her
bonuty. fragile Dbut passiooataly
strong—all these united to losure me
a triumph such as the littie theatar
hud not sedred in yeara

I found Viview, brillisnt eyed, in
one of the wings after she fall of the
curtain.

She seemesd to bs walting for ne
one, and when I came forward to sou-
gratulate her she did not seem 1o ses
me at all

I spoke, but she did not look up.

I touched her srm and spoke again,
and then she seomed Lo recall thas
she owed me answer.

“It was a suceess, Monslenr M—— "
she sald. “You are satisfied wilh
your ‘conntess? ™

How coild 1 tell her how proud I
was of her? How tell her that she
had not only made her fortume, bud
my own, as well?

*You shall go home with me to-
“I believe Lthe
time has come, but yon will let me
precede you o little.”

I told her that I would be delightod
to seve her at home, sand below we
called & eab,

"It will be going home with me if
we po in separate eabs monsieur,”

spolte Vivien st the door. "“"You ean
, follow., T will direct the Arivar ®

She oallrd avothier cab snd &leareil
ihe driver 10 thite har Yo the Hoe Kos
“.‘r.n-_ fikenld nshu‘.- thie Wi —ul.-e ia e
R Drreat iy, " sumu I RE - Sl
lownced wy deee,

Vivien wes in the velioie mul the

with & little whip which brought the-

blood, for the tiny lash eut like a razor.

“I'hat for the 12th of July, and this!
and this" she cried. as the blows fell
upon the captain’s cheek

“Lut the girl?eried .  “*Youn seem
to have me Lelieve that she was the
countess?™

“It wus Vivien, mounsieur! Her
little arm seemed as strong as steel,
but as flexible as whalebone. Sacrel
how she struck the officer. He winced
at each stroke, and when she ran off
he looked and showed his testh, but
did not follow.™

All this wias strangoe. aye. oo
countable to me, [ could wot woder-
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stand it at all. That Vivien, the fair
girl from the Haute Lorraine, should
have a diffealty with &8 man on the
street was past my comprehension
and almost beyond belief

“She will explain when she comes, "

door was shut, aud in spother minute
we were rattling over the streeis of
FParis, but in different onbw

Fager to see Vivien at howe und (o
note the routs taken by mg vals, 1
leaned spgainst the glass and
note of the streets, I wus nol far
behind her, and I scon waw
that we were entering the poorest
quurier of Paris. the quarter whero
the petrolenses snd commune lnd
gusped and died before the bullets of
the soldiery.

Her eab halted and mine soon tame
up.but Vivien wasalresdy outof glght

I entered the tall honse and ran up
the steps, for the girl Fad told me that
I would find her oen the third floor
back, in a little room ten by twelve,

I heard the poise of n elosiay door
an I sturted down the grimy eorridor.
I was there in & momant.

In another instant I hed op -ued the
door and swod on the threshold

A light was burning o & table, suod
pens it o & chisir luy the form of an
old woman.

Vivien was there, too, standing at
the chair, with her face as whit- as
denth and her eves riveted upon the
wiinkled face In the chair.

Lo ¢

Indvaaced, but the girl threw op
bher hund.
“‘She is dead, monsioun.” she saif

‘She promised to lire till I camnes bacl
successful and she kept her word,
This is my meother—the little womun
who followed me from Haubte Lo
raine, and whose son, my Lrother, |
avenged by cutting L pletes the fauas
of the officer who had him shot thoss
awful days I have lived to achleave
the only trinmph I ever panted for.
Oh, the loag nights over the dramas
oh, the pateching it tool uad the oll
we barned, and the bread we tried to

I'save till it was resdy for you.”

said 1. *But the 12th of July, mon-
sieur?”

Jadet shook his head

“I don't know." said he, **Then is

when they stood the commune up
against walls and shot it to death

But she walked to Paris and the Gar- |

and he shook his
When

mans helped her,™
head again sod locked away.

v back she was silent as to '
ivien came o O fore. | when the hour esma the Hetls cortege

the oceurrence in the strest. I fore-
bore to question her, hoping that she
wouald enlighten me of her own ae-
cord, but she did not

Again we fell to work on the drama,
and the night of the first performance
drew nigh.

But I bad made aoother smd sn
alarming discovery. The girl was
wildly amblitious. She wss pulting
her whole soal into the role of the
Countess Clairs, and 1 ¢ounld see that
it was taxing ber strength.

“You must not work %o hard™ [
said to her one day at my table. “You

| are getting on all right., but you wiil
| overtax your powers, nnd

wea can't If-
f0-d to loose our countess, yon see. "

| tens Clalre™

I sesmed thanderstrucl

“*Whot, was It your work?—the
draman?—"The Coantess Claire™ *

Vivien smoothed the white lale
that straggled over the ecold templen
of the dend and smiled,

“It was my work, but it tosk my
blood. Mother alwhys said ‘find him
first,' and 1T fTound hkim Monsieur,
you have lost your countess; you can
find another, but she will not be Vie
fen: no, upt the little bultarfly of the
Haute Lorraine,"”

I sprang forward 1o prevent Ler
from falling*to the floor in a faint,
but she was down aireudy, and [ ten-
derly laid her upon the poorly draped
bed in one corner of the room.

The little doctor whom 1 summonsd
looked once snd theo turned to me
with & shake of his head,

“It is too late, momsieur; they swill
g0 side by side to Pers la Chalse, if
they have money snough.

And they had money enocugh: for

thnt wonnd in nnd out of cld Puria
ecarried mdther and ehild, our "“Coun:
apd the widow of ths

! Haute Lorraine;, to the most beantiful

city of the dead in the world.

And we lost her, lost our star on the
evening of its rising, snd when we
rode back, Jadet and I In the same
cab, searcely spealrinog, we saw & man
stagger from & eaboret, und the mo-
ment the light fell on his fage wa
uttered excinmatious of sstonishment,
for it was covered with hideous red
scnrs, and Jaddt, lemning toward ey
said io a stuge whisper:

“The disgraced captain, mousicur—
the man who wenrs the sutograph of

It was s wan smile thut made her | Our little countesa™




